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Liesbeth Venema
Senior Editor, Nature

Liesbeth Venema studied physics at the University of Groningen and Delft University of
Technology in the Netherlands and received her PhD in 2000 on electronic properties of
carbon nanotubes. She became a manuscript editor at Nature in the same year in London.
Currently she's a senior editor at Nature, handling manuscripts mainly in the area of
applied physics. She is also an occasional science writer and has written for a blog about
nanotechnology for the Guardian.

Noriaki Horiuchi
Associate Editor, Nature Photonics

Noriaki Horiuchi joined Nature Photonics in September 2009. He started his research at
Waseda University, Tokyo. In 1992, he went to study in France after receiving a
scholarship from the French Government. Collaborating with Laboratoire de Minéralogie
et Cristallographie of Université Paris 6 and France Télécom, Noriaki obtained his PhD in
1999 from Université Joseph Fourier, Grenoble. Following a postdoctoral researcher's
position at Toyota Technological Institute, he worked as a researcher at RIKEN from 2002
to 2009. His research interests are in the fields of nonlinear optics, crystal growth and
photonic crystals.
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Scientific Writing and Publishing Workshop (&%)

Day 1

09:00 Welcome and introductions
09:15 What makes a Nature paper? What top tier journal editors look for in a
manuscript, with examples taken from recent stand-out articles in Nature publications

10:00 Practical Exercise 1: You're the editor! (Part 1)

10:45 Break
11:00 Selecting a Journal: Identifying the best publication for your work and using this
to guide the writing process

11:30 Practical Exercise 2: Selecting a journal

12:00 Figures and Tables: The first steps when creating a paper
12:30 Lunch

13:30 Practical exercise 3: Effective graphs and figures

14:00 Elements of Writing Style: Golden rules of writing and structuring the text in
your paper, with quizzes

14:45 Titles and Abstracts: Coaxing your target audience from the title to the paper
itself

15:30 Break

15:45 From Introduction to Conclusion: A section-by-section guide to making the
most of the main text, including good citation practice

16:45 Discussion

17:00 End of day

Homework: Write a title and abstract on your current research
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Day 2

09:00 Recap and overview

09:15 Practical Exercise 4: Reviewing your title and abstract (homework)

10:15 Authorship and Authors’ Responsibilities The contributing criteria for
authorship and the responsibilities of an author

10:30 Plagiarism and Other Ethical Issues Why misconduct happens, what it looks
like and what to do about it

11:15 Break

11:30 Editing, Revising and Finalizing: Polishing your paper to create the final draft
11:45 Submitting your Paper: Submission procedures, making a case to editors, and
tips on structuring and writing a good cover letter

12:15 Lunch

13:15 The Editorial Process: An overview of editorial processes at top tier journals
13:45 Mechanisms of Peer Review: An overview of peer-review, tips on writing
rebuttal letters when responding to reviewer’'s comments, and how to be a good peer
reviewer yourself

14:30 Practical Exercise 5: You're the editor! (Part 2)

15:15 Break
15:30 Journal Decisions: What happens next? Guidelines to follow after a paper is
accepted or requires revision, and dealing with rejection

16:15 Practical Exercise 6: Deciphering Decision Letters

16:45 Discussion

17:00 End of day
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